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TO THE 
SOCIETIES 
Reformation of \ Manners, 
Inthe Ciries of 


London and W _— 


Gentlemen, 


|| Am Po ble rbis Dif- 


Cour ſe s 100- mean to de- 


| ſerve 'the' good Opinion you 


feem'd"to bave of it, when 
you defor d it might be Print- 
8d. 


The Dedication. 
ed... However ſince you were 
plear'd to think, jt might be 


in .any meaſure ſubſervien |. 


io. that Noble Depp you 
bave in ys I ſubmit to 
Jour 7 t ; and ſuch 
ai s, bot reſent it 10 
your and the P View. 


All 1 can ſay for it i, 1bat 


I bope 'tus bearty (as I my 
ſo an) for tht good Wir 
you bave Undertaken : _ 
that it may , * through the 


Jour 3 that you may 
ns 208 you 
the 


| 
Bieſing of God, profper in | 


The Dedication. 
the Civil Magiſtrate ; that 
other Places may ſo far fol- 
| low your Example, that not 
only this Gity, but tbe Na- 
tion, may find the bappy 
Effelts of your Piow Leal ; 
and that your ſelves may be 
. rewarded for it , even in 
this World, as I doubt not 


You will be in anotber, is 


the earneſt Deſire and Prayer 
of, 
Your Faithful Servant 
in the Lord, 


Zobn Hancock. 
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FER. V. 29: 


Shall I not wiſit for theſe 
Things ? Shall not my 
Soul be avenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this ! 


N this Chapter the plas 

makes a _ F lively 

tation, and 'doleful os aac 
of the general defe&tion of Fers- . 
ſalem from their Duty. 


This he expreſſes firſt in general 
Terms © Ver. 1, Run ye to and fro 


—_— the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and 


know , and ſeek in the 
voed þ places Wwe if ye can find 4 
Mar 


"MCA 
Man, if there be any that exeeuteth 
Fudgment, and I will pardon it. 


Which words, I ſuppoſe, muſt 


be uaderſtood as an Hyperbolical 
Expreſſion; of the great Wicked- 
neſs of that Age. That is, there 
were rſh few that. lived a Reli- 
gious Life, in compariſon of the 
very great numbers that gave them- 
ſelves up to all Impiery. 


And thoſe few that were Religi- 
ous, were fo diſcouraged, and over- 
' born by the reigning Impieties of 
the Times, that they durft ſcar 
appear ;. they were not to be four. 


The Caſe was - much the fame 
with reſpe& .ro Impiety then , a$ 
it was With reſpect to Idolatry in 
the time of Abab. The Pro 
thought there were none that kept 
to the Worſhip of God, though 
God had reſerved to himſelf Seven 
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Thouſand” 


(3) 
Thouſand that had not bowed the 
Kneeto the Image of Baa/. 


, Bur though. the Prophet could 
find no Religion in the Streets, and 
broad Places of Jera/a/em, among 
the Common People, he imputes 
this in ſome meaſure to their 
rance; yet it ſeen''d reaſonable he 
ſhould expect other Things among 
the more knowing and better fort 
ot People, Ver. 4, 5. Then 1. ſaid, 
Theſe are poor, they are fooliſh ; for 
they know not the way rh the Lord, 
nor the: Fudgment of their God. 1 
will get me to the greats Mex, and 
will Bek unto them, for they have 
known the way of the Lord, and the 
|< gr of their; God : But theſe 
| e altogether byoken tht Toke, and 

i barſt the Boxds, 


*Tis ſad to hear, (and yet more 
fad it fhould be ſuffered, the Oaths 
and.. dreadful Imprecations ; that 
_ Erate our Ears, as we walk the 
7 "eQE B 2 Streets; 


(4) 
Streets, from the Mouths of the 
meaneſt ſort of People ; but tis 
fome Excuſe that ſome of them 
perhaps know no better, But that 
the Rich, and Wiſe, and Noble, 
that have more Knowledge, and : 
better Breeding, ſhould ftoop fo 
low, as to be guilty of ſuch mean 
Vices, is a Wonder, and ought to 
be for a Lamentation. . If ſuch will 
neither conſider their Obligations to 
God, to their Country, or to. their 
own Honour : If they break the 
Toke -of God's Law, and barſt the 
Bonds of their great Obligations to 
bim ; they as well as others, muſt 
one day bear their own burthen. 


Then the Prophet. gives a black 
Roll of the Impieties of thoſe 


Times. Some of 'which I ſhall take ; * 


notice of. 


Firſt, Their Idolatry, wer. 7. 
How ſhall 1 pardon thee for this ? 
Thy Children have forſaken me, and 


ſworn 


5) 
ſworn by them that are no Gods, God 
be thanked we have not yet ſo far 
forſaken God, as to ſwear by a falſe 
God, (or notwithitanding the late 
Hopes of our Enemies,) to wor- 
ſhip the true God, in an Idolatrous 
way. But if falſe and vain Swear- 
ing, by the Name of the true God, 
be Crimes of the blackeſt dye, the 
one we ſee, and the other we have 
reaſon to fear, have got too great a 
footing among, us. 


Secondly, Their Adultery , ver. 
7, 8. When I had fed them to the 
fob, oF 3s cay'ou themſelves by troops 
in the Harlots houſes, This I donbt 
is but too true a deſcription of our 
Times. - 


But we are called from the 
A ay 50m of - this with the ama- 
zing News of {ome among us, that 
are ſunk into the deepeſt mire with 
the very worlt of Heathens, as 
the Apoſile gives their CharaQeer , 
B 3 Rom. 


I : 

Rom. 1. that are-teſolved tobe 
Wicked, not only in ſpightof Rea. 
ſon, and | Religion, - but 'of Naturg 
roo. Tf any more of theſe can be 
diſcovered, may they -receive from 
the juſt Indignation ' of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, that Recompence of theit 
Errour which is meet. 


Thialy, To mention- no more ; 
He refles upon their -incorrigible- 
neſs under all God's [dealings with 
them ; neither his Judgments, nor 

Mercies, had their kindly work 
upon \them. Not” his mens ; 
ver. 3- Thos haft ſtricken them, but 
they have not grieved'; thou haſt 10n- 
Jumed them, but they have refuſed: to 
receive Correttion. Not his Mer- 
cies; wer. 24. Neither ſay they in 
their heart, Let #s now' fear the Lord 
our God, that giveth Rain, the -fot+ 
wer and the latter Rain in his ſtaſon. 


This is too much our own Caſe. 
We ſee bur little effe& as to all the 


Various 


(7) 
various” Diſperiſations ' of God' to 
theſe Nations ; neither his Mervies 
have'es yer lead us, nor his' Judgs 
ments frighred 'us unto Repentance. 


So that we have juſt Reaſon to 
fear, he may ſay -of us, as he did 
here 'of the Jews, Shell ] not wiſe 
for theſe things ? Shall not my Soul 
fe avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? 


Shall I not viſit for theſe things ? 


When at any time Sin and Impie- 
ty becomes common and almoſt uni- 
verſal 5 When it grows bold and 
impudent; When Men declare their : 


Sin as Sodom, and hide it not ; When > . 


_y are ſo far deprayed in their 
Judgments as ro defend it, and are 
come to Sin upon Principles ; When 
they ſcoff at Religion, and attempt 
by pouring the utmoſt CR 
upon it, to drive it out of 
World, eſpecially when there is too 
general”an inſenſibility of the De- 
B 4 bauchery 


4 
bauchery of the Times ; we 
think it high time for God to'ap- 
pear in vindication of his own Ho- 
nour, from the Contempt of an uns 
godly World. | j 


And we may. be ſure, ſooner- or 
later, be will 'do it.- ?Tis very -fit 
we ſhould expe this, whether we 
conſfider the | Declarations - of- his 
Word, or the Methods of his Pro- 
vidence. 52 


x. The Declarations of his Word. 
Solomon lays, Righteouſneſs will exalt 
« Nation'; but Sin «' the Reproach, 
and will be the -Ruine of «xy People. 
The Prophet wid tells the Jews, 
Iſa. 1, If they be willing and. obedi- 


ent, . they ſball eat the Good of the 
Laxd ; but if they refuſe and rebel, 
they ſhall be devoured with the Sword. 
But Scriptures to this purpoſe are 
{o- numerous , that *tis needleſs to 
ialiſt upon them. 
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-.- IF? 

'Tis true the Sins and Impieties- 
of wicked Men, have of themſelves 
(ar leaſt many of them) a'moſt per- 
nicious Influence upon 'the Publick 
Good; Saint James tells us, moſt 


' of thoſe Wars and Confuſions, that 


infeſt rhe; World, ſpring originally 
from Mens Laſts ,, that war in their 
Members. For Inſtance ; 


A prodigal and profuſe way of 
Living, when it grows in Faſhion, 
begets Poverty ; that improves into 
Diicoatent ; which often ends ain 
ſome Publick ' Diſturbance, - How 
often do Ambition and Coyertouf: 
neſs, upon very ſmall occaſions, di- 
{turb Government, and deftroy-the 
Peace and Quiet of the World. | 


But if this were not ſo, as long 
as there is a juſt God in Heaven, 
the bold Impieties of Men on Earth, 
muſt meet with condign Puniſh- 
ment,  Publick Debaucheries will 
ſeldom fail to draw down Publick 
Judgments. 2. This 


(ro ) 


2. This is agreeable to the 'Me 
thods of God's Providence. The 
Hi of all Ages, is but one-cans 
tinued Confirmation of this Truth; 
We find it has been fo, and we may 
well conclude i will be {© ſtil, We 
read in che: Book of Fedees , that 
when the. If aelites tin'd againſt 
God, he raiſed up the moſt con- 


e People to be their © 
—_. So that as it is very 
that God ſhould, ſo we fſce he has, 


and may be ſure ſooner or later he 
will, viſit for the Wickedneſs of a 


People. 


f 
Well if theſe c—— how 
juſtly may we of theſe Nations ex- 
peQ the ſharpeſt Viſitation ! How 
may we wonder at the ' Goodneſs 
and Patience of that God that is yet 
pleaſed to prolong our Tranquility. 


God, aſter all his other Gracious - 


Difpenſations, has lately given us 
an 


Y 


| 
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(11 ) 
an Happy Peace. | He ſeems incli- 
ned ro try- us a" lirtle longer, whe- 
ther the milder Methods « his Mer- 
cy will work upott us to z\general 
Repentance and Reformation. \ 


But 'cis to be feared we aides 
as we have often done before, not 
become the betrer, - but rather the 
worle, for his Mercy. 


'Twas too obvious to obſerve , 
after our Deliverance from the late 
unhappy Civil Wars, 'pardon me if 
I fay, we ran mad with our Joy ; 
and too "many of us, becaufe Reh- 

had been made a pretence by 
= threw off all pretence to it. 
10n this of that Good- 

= of God, the proper End of 
which was to ingage us. to Obe- 


__—_ 
\T heartily wiſh our late Delive+ 


rance, ang; our prefent Peace, may 
have a better influence upon us. 


= 


(12) 
yet God knows there . is little ſign 
of it, Scepticiſm and Impiety 'go 
hand in hand, and *tis.to; be feared, 
get ground upon us. If that of the 

le, Phil, 3." were ever true of 
any Age, I fear it is of this; Mens 
(30d ' their Belly, their Glory in 
their Shame, they mind Earthly things, 
I wiſh our Exd may not be Deſtry- 
Qtion too. 


We want not indeed, in this Age, 
an uſeful . and pradtical way of 
Preaching, . and ſuch as may recom- 
mend it ſelf to. the Reaſon,,..as well 
as. work upon the Paſhons of Man- 
kind. e have the t Things 
of another World lively laid before 
us, and the abſolute neceſſity of a 
good Life dayly preſt upoa us. 


But the Age is Proof agaiaſt the 
Voice of the Charmer, charm he 
never ſo wiſely, We are boldly 
told by 2006, they look upon the 


great 


ings of our Religion but as 
g 1g10N idle 


(13) | 
idle Tales, with publick allowance. 
And a great many others, though 
they do not ſpeak gur, yer plai 
live, as if they had the'ſame\ Opt- 
nion of them. 


So that I fear, Infidelity is ſpread 
further than we are aware of; and 
if there ſhould be thus a fault in the 
Spring, there is like to be no regu- 
lar Motion in the whole Machine. 
And no wonder if the generality of 
Men {wim down the Y vac of Po- 
pular Wickedneſs, and follow a 
Multitude to do Evil. 


In ſuch a Caſe as this, *ris highly 
neceſſary to call in the Aſſiſtance of 
the Civil Magiſtrate , and *tis very 
much-his Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
to maintain the Cauſe of Religion, 
and to puniſh open and ſcandalous 
Impiety. 


If the Terrors of the Lord will 
not prevail- with Men to become 
good 


( 14 ) 


good Chriſtians, the Terrors of the 


Ge chongh. the ining. of Legal 
ough £ ng 
Pie may inot make Men fo 
' G6od as they ſhould /be,; yet 'tis 
ſomething if it reſtrain them from 

being ſo bad' as they would be. 


Nor does this imply the weaks+ 
nels and inſufficiency of Religion; 
that it needs the $ of the 
Civil Power ; but argues the 
Corruption of Humane Nature, 
that will not be kept in Bounds 
without it. 


The Sun is not dark, though Men 
may ſhut their Eyes, - and not fee 
the Light of it ; Nor are. Thiogs 
. really iweet to be accounted bitter, 
becauſe may. taſte {o eo ſome 
vitiated Palates. 


The great Things of Religion are 
ſuch as are. apt 'to work *upon Rea- 
{onable Mea :; But if Men, either 


through 
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( 15) 
through Prejudice , do not believe, 
or through Careleſnels do not con- - 
ſider them, no wonder if they do 
not prevail upon them. 


The laying Penalties upon plain 
and ſcandalous Sins, is ſo far from 
being unſuitable to the Nature of 
Religion, that it is a Debt the Ci- 
vil Yower owes to the Honour of 
God, and the Peace of the World. 


Saint Pazl, Rom. x3. tells us, That 
Ralers are not a Terror to Good 
Works, but to the Evil; and that he 
is the —_—_— of God, a Revenger 
ro execute Wrath wpon him that doth 
Evil. That is, a good Ruler, one 
that anſwers the Deſign of his Ot- 
fice, will be fo. 


How this can be, © hoot the 
enacting and infliing of ſome Pe- 
nalties, ſomething that is terrible to 
Humane Nature, is not ealie to 
unagine, For the bare Command 
of 


(16) 


of them, that we are ſure either” 


canfhnot, or will not hurt us; is not 
very dreadful. 


And here we may thankfully ac- 
knowledge our Happineſs, that the 
Law is yet a Guard to the PraQtice 
of Religion : And the Legiſlative 
Power hath given its Teftimony, 
againſt Vice and Irreligion, by ma- 
king it Penal to be guilty of it, 
For this, I may refer you to the ma» 
ny AQts of Parliament made againſt 
Profaneneſs, particularly that againſt 
Swearing, and other Vices, ordered 
to be read, once a Quarter, in our 
Churches. 


His Majeſty likewiſe hath been 
raciouſly pleaſed to ſhew His Zeal, 
or the work of Reformation, not 

only by iſſuing out His Royal -Pro- 
clamations , ftritly requiring infe- 
riour Magiſtrates, to put the Penal 
Laws, againſt Vice and Profaneneſs, 
in execution ; But by recommend- 

/ ing 


L,"Y 


fit 


(17) 
ihg it, more than once, to the C6n« 
ſideration of the Parliament, to take 
yet a more effettual Courſe to ſtop 
the Growth of Irreligion. 


This ſo needfhl work of Refor- 
mation therefore lies in a manner. at 
our own doors. 


Two Things therefore are requi- 
fite in this Caſe. 


i. That thoſe that' have any 
Power or . Authority ſhould Con- 
(cientiouſly uſe it, to the: Counte- 
nancing of : Religion ,.; and to the 
> RMA of Vice and Profane- 
neſs. 


2. Thag all of us, in our ſeveral 
Stations, and according to our Op- 
portunities -and' Abilities, ſhould 
concur with them, and put our 
Hands to this good Work, 


C Undet 


(183 ) 

Under the Firſt Head, I muſt 
reckon Parents in the Family, and 
Inferiour Magiſtrates in the Coms 
monwealth, 


As to Parents, I cannot forbear 
ro ſay,. I am apt to believe, that 
their Negle&t in the Education of 
their Children, is one, at leaft, of 
the moſt Two Cauſes of L... 
Impiety that reigns atnong ns. Thi 
4g wk Phyſicians ſpeak of the 
Natural Body.) is that Error in the 
firſt s That: is not to. be 
throughly -amended itv the ſecond, 
When lies, that are the. Blew 
ments of the Body Policick, are {@ 
much neglkkQed, and fo far corrupts 
ed, the Conſtitution of it muſt 
needs be very crazy. \ And on the 
contrary, did Parents take chat Care, 


they ought to give their Childrens [ 


timely ſence of Religion, - of theo 
Duty to God and Man, and. &riag 
them up in the Nurture and Admu- 
nition of the Lord, the work of » 
Civi 


| 


— Ow 


( 19 ) 
Civil Magiſtrate would be in a great 
meaſure dofie to his Hand, and we 
ſhould need fewer Laws, and lefs 
Courage and Reſolution in the exe- 


+ cutior! of them. 


#. I will make bold to ſpeak a 
word to thoſe that are ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates - ih © the State; | That 
they would, with Zeal and Vi- 
gour, put thoſe Laws we have 
in execution ' agathſt the ſcandalous 
Vices of the Aze. That they 
would take all Occaſions, and lay 
hold oh Opportunities, to ſtop the 
Growth of Impiety and Irreligion * 
At leaſt that, if they think it not 
Incuttberit on themſelves to ſeek for 
Informations, they would- readily 
and chedrfully receive them, -and 
not diſcourage thoſe whoſe Piobs 


* Zeal promprs them to be Tnſtru- 


mental to bring Enorrrons Offens 
ders to Puniſhment. And that they 
would take care ro live fach inno- 
wat and moffenlive Lives them- 

C 2 ſelves, 


( 20 


ſelves, that 4 may ſet a good 
Face upon the Puniſhment of Of. 


fenders. 


But I will not inſiſt too long on | 


this. - I ſhall only very briefly re- 
mind them, how much the Honour 
of God, and of the Government, 
is concerned in this matter. That 
they are under the Oath of God. 
That the execution, and by conſe- 
quence , the good effe&t of thoſe 


wholſome Laws we have againſt | 


Profaneneſs, lyes in a manner whol- 
ly in their Hands, - and the miſcar- 
riage Will, in a great meaſure, lye 
at their Doors. That they have an 
Opportunity of doing an at of the 
greateſt Charity. to the Publick ; 
nay, and.as it may happen, to the 
Offenders themſelves. And laſtly, 


the-immortal Honour that will ac- | 


crue- to themſelves. If they fi 

lize themſelves by their Zeal in this 

good Work, not only this, but the 
| Next 
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( 21 ) 


next Generation, may riſe up, and 
call them blefled. 


2. It is the Duty of every one of 


* us, in our ſeveral Stations, - to put 


our helping Hand to this good 
Work. 


And that we may be the better 
induced to do this in good earneſt, 
let us be deeply ſenſible of the Sins 
of the Times. Let us often think 


' how , ſad the conſequence will be, 


of ſuch a general defection from 
the Duties of Religion. Let us be 
heartily forry we can do no more 
awd the Work of Reformation. 
"Twas not below David, though a 
King,,even to weep for the Wick- 
edneſs of other Men. If we have 
any ſence of Piety to God, we can- 


" Not but be heartily concern'd at his 


Diſhonour, If we have any Cha- 
rity for Men, it cannot but grieve 
us to ſee them running fo faſt, in 
the ready way, to Ruine and De- 

C 3 ſtruction. 


(-22 ) 
If we have any concern 


ftrufion. 
for the Publick, we muſt needs be 
apprehenſive of the Danger we are 


in, to be oyerwhelaid by theſe 


Floods of Ungodlinels. 


If we could do nothing elſe, -yet 
we ſhould, at leaſt, ſecretly bewall 
the Impierties of the Times we live 
in, | But'this inward fence will p& 
turally 'prompt us to do' our beſt; 
not only to ſtem the tide of Sin oup 
ſelyes, but to turn it tawatds a Res 

LON, 


(1.) Then let us make a free, 
open, publick, and avowed Profefs 
ſion of the Truths 'and Rules of 
our Religion. We need not bs 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
While we are ſure, it is the Power 
of God unto Salvation. While we 
haye both the Law of God and 
Man to jpſtifie us, why ſhould not 
we be as bold for Religion, as the 
moſt profeſt and impudent Sjaner 


can 


| 
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(23 ) 
can be againt it? How indecent 
5s it, while Sin puts on a Whores 
Farehead , that Religion ſhould 
creep into a Carner. 


Miſtake me not, I am not now 
po you to pretend to more 
fhan you have, to make an Hypo- 
critical and Pharifaical Pretence 10 
» but only that you would 


Piety 
PRawy avow the Obligations that 


iy _ you to an Holy Life. And 


(2.) Be fure your Practice keep 
pace with _ r Profeſhon, and that 
ou really be what you pretend to 
oy ane Chriſtians ; andomake 
this befare the World in 
on <> tenour of your Conver+ 
lation. 


Qur Bleſſed Saviour, who blames 
the Pharsfees, that they did all their 
Works to be ſeen of Men (and 
'twas no better than Hypocrilie , 

C 4 while 


(24 ) 
while their whole Deſign was the 
Praiſe of Men) yet in another place 
bids us, Let our Light ſo ſbine be- 
fore Men, that they may ſee oar ' good 
Works, and glorifie our Father which 
* in Heaven. That is, be ſo ftrift- 
ly Holy , that the World cannot 
chuſe but take Notice of it ; tho? 
for any value we ſet upon the Praiſe 
of Men, we may not care much 
whether they do or no. 


We fee Examples have a mighty 
Power and Influence upon the Lives 
of Men. They are apt ro follow 4 
Maltitede, though it -be to do Evil. 
O that-we could. once ſee it as Fa- 
{hionable to be Vertuous and Reli- 
gious, as it has too long been to. be 
Looſe and Vicious ; or at leaſt, Ne- 
gligent and Lukewarm. Let us do 
God and Religion, and our ſelves, 
the Honour, (1f I may'ſo ſpeak,) to 
begin the Mode, and do our beſt to 
brivg Religion into Faſhion, 


Apd 
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And who can tell how far fome 
conſiderable number of Religious 
Examples, ſhining as Lights in the 
midſt of this crooked and perverſe 


Generation might enlighten the 
World. 


And though there might ſome 
Hypocriſie creep in, yet methinks 
that is much to be preferred before 
open Profaneneſs ; and *twere bet- 
ter that God and Religion ſhould 
be (though it were but ſeemingly) 
honour'd, by ſome Pretenders ts 
Religion, than openly aftronted by 
Profane and Looſe Men. 


Let us then by an open and a- 
vowed Profefſion, and Praftice _ Wo, 
ſubſtantial and unaffeted Piety, He- 
clare againſt the Wickedneſs of the 
Age, and by our Examples, at leaſt, 
lead the way to a Reformation. 


(3 Let us'by our;Advice, Ad- 
monition and Reproof, - do what we 
3Þ can 
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can to reform others too. *Tis pity 
this is ſo much diſuſed, that it: 15 
almaſt counted a piece of Rude» 
neſs, to make any approaches tor 
wards. it, This Fraternal Correp» 
tion is very well conſiſtent with 
Civility, and is an aC of the great- 
eſt Charity too, Lev. 19417, Thos 
ſbalt pot hate thy Brather in thine 
Heart : Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 
thy Neighbour, «yd nor Joffe Sin up- 
oz him. Not to rebuke him, is to 
ſuffer Sip upan-him ; and this is un 
effe@ to hate him. 


Should we ſee our Brother infett- 


ed with a dangerous Diſeaſe, it 


would be very uncharitable not to 


warn him of it, Should we fce 
him rugning on a Precipice, Huma- 
nity would oblige us to ſtop his 
courſe, And yet we can fee him 
infetted with the mortal Plague of 
Sin, and mon on the Precipice of 


Eternal Deftyuctian, and not kigdly 


admoniſh him of his Danger. 


There 
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There js ſcarce any” one with 
whom we converſe, but whea there 
is occaſion, we might this way be 
ſerviceable to Religion. If he be 
an Inferiour we might rebuke him 
ſharply. If he be an Equal, we 
might admoniſh him freely as a 
Brother, Tf he be a Superiour, we 
might at leaſt humbly intrear him 
as a - Father. And this praQtice 
would no doubt give ſome check to 
Sin and Wickedacts. 


But it muſt be confeſt, that ir is 
not all Sinners that are fit Objefts 
of this compaſſionate Admonition. 
There are many too -hardy to he 
dealt with by fuch mild and gentle 
Methods. Our Saviour, who no 
doube deſigned we ſhould take all 
prudent and likely ways to reform 
pur Brother, yet bid# us not to-caft 
our Pearls before Swine, left they 
. rample chem under their feet. 


This 


488) 


This is, I doubt, the Caſe with 
too many; and then it very well 
becomes us to tell it to the Civil 
Magiſtrate, whom the Law im- 
_m_—_ and requires to puniſh Evil- 

ocrs. 


*Tis true, the Name of Informer 
ſounds ſomewhat odious, __ ma 
ſeem not very agreeable to the Sp1- 
rit and Temper of a Chriſtian, And 
indeed to Iye at catch, to inſnare 
our Brother, in ſome minuter things 
that. the Law has made Penal, 
where the Honour of. God, and the 
Good of Society, are not much con- 
cern'd, 1s to be condemned. 


But there is a great difference be- 
tween thoſe Things that have nei- 
ther Good nor Evilin them, but as 
the Law commfnds or forbids them, 
and thoſe that are Evil in them- 
ſelves. Again, there is a confide» 
rable difference among thoſe _ 
that 
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that are Evil in themſelves, ſome 
are more private, and chiefly affe&t 
the Perſon that commits them ; 0+ 
thers more immediately tend to de- 
bauch others, affect Society, and 
ſpread Irreligion. Again, ſome Sins 
are committed more openly , and 
conſequently are a greater Scandal 
to Religion, Diſhonour to God, and 
Aﬀront to Authority. 


Now in groſs and enormous Sins, 
eſpecially when they are committed 
openly, and ſo are a greater Scandal 
to Religion, when they grow bold 
and are often repeated, when they 
ſpread and grow infectious ; then 
*tis abſolutely neceſſary, by Tempo- 
ral Puniſhments, to'put a ſtop to 
them, And *tis for 'the Honour of 
God, for the Good of Society,.: for 
the Safety of ather Men, oay,: and 
may be for the Good of the' Offen» 
ders themſfelves,. that they come un- 
der the Laſh of the Law. And tis 
well becoming the Picty of a Chri- 

ſtian, 
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ſtian, to be Inſtrumental in bringing 
thetn. under the Inflitions of Legal 
Puniſhmeats, 


Indeed common Swearefrs, noto- 
rious. Druakards, Adulterers , ' and 
other ſuch like, are moſtly got be- 
yond all * milder ' Methods : They 
are: many times {et in the Seat of 
the Scorners ; they deſpiſe and laugh 
at ſober Admonitions, - and there is 
oo other way® to deal with them, 
but by touching "therfi in their moſ? 
fenlible part. [Por if they can but 
fave their Bodies and ſtates, they 
have little care of their Souls. 


Now it may be an'a& of Chari- 
5 make fuch People ſinart for 

ir Sins, When they are ſopt in 
the career of cheie Tufts, {t "May fer 
them & thinking of their 'and 
bring ther to & better Mind. ' Or 
if it do not, it will at leaſt be ſome 
reſtraint upon their Wickedneſs: 


Hows- 


Fa 
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However this (as I have partly 
hinted before) is neceflary upon mu» 


ny other accounts. 


It is for the Good of the Body 
Politick that ſuch noxious Humours 
may be pu out, or kept under, 
that the whole Maſs of Blood be 
_— *Tis for the Honour 
of God that Juſtice ſhould be done 
upon fuch open and nototious Sin- 
ners as have mighty affronted him, 
and diſpa "Tis ne- 
ceflary to Teſtimony againſt 
fuch crying Sins, that we: become_ 
not partakers with them ; and if 
poſſible may prevent thoſe heavy 


47> kg; that we ma 
- ny my be 'daomed again 
the Nation 'fot them, ' and we ard 

juſtly deſerved by: them. 


{ure are} 
'Tis further to be conſidered that 
= prawns wary 1 _ lis 
rty Ing to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, upon every txtle aud tri- 
fling 
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fling Intereſt - that concerns thein- 
ſelves : If their Neighbour but 
touch their Bodies, they call it an 


Aſault and Battery ; or if he call” | 


them an hard Name, or give them 


a diſparaging or reviling Word, . 


they muſt preſently have the Peace, 
or the Good Behaviour, or bring an 
AQion againſt him, or, it may be, 
ſend him a Challenge, for Satisfa-. 


tion : But the Sacred Name of- 


God may be daily profaned by Oaths 


and Helliſh  Imprecatioas, his Mas. 


jeſty affronted by the moſt horrid 
Blaſphemnies ; and if any call for 
Juſtice on ſuch impudent Sinners ; 
there are enough will thiak him 
more buſie than wiſe in fo doing; 
This is the groſleſt 
I doubt ſuch Mens ts are 
too. much brib'd andi byaſs'd -by 
their Luſts. 


I wouldask fuch Met.;. do. they 
indeed beheve it fit the ons 
ſhould: let every one / do | what |'is 


ality, and = 


_ 


ny 
* 
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{ Good in his own Eyes, affront God 
'} and Religion as he pleaſes ? 


'4 If it be a Pious A& in the Les 
þ pillative Power to Ena& Laws for 
- 4 the Guard of Religion ; and in the 
| King, to make choice of ſuch Sub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates as will be zea- 
| ous in the execution of them ; and 
in ſuch Magiſtrates impartially with+ 
out Fear or Favour, to inflict the 
Penalties by Law appointed on Of- 
tenders when Information is given 
it muſt equally be ſo in any private 
Man to give ſuch Information : For 
without Information given, there 
4 can'be none, 'or very little, execu- 
#4 tion of the Law ; and without that, 
oye one as -* wry Laws Kr > 
made, nor rates appointed fo 
that berg Well then, this work 
| of informing againſt notorious Sin- 
4 ners is ſo far from being to be bla- 
med, that (if I may make bold to 
| fay ſo) I think it a defe& in our 
Law, that it is not mage Penal not 
D j to 
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to Information. We know it © 
is ſo in caſts of Treaſon ; he that - 


does not diſcover it, is ſo far a vt | 
& | 


taker in it, as to be guilty at lea 
Miſprifion of it. 


If we were as truly concern'd for 
the Honour of God, as we juſtly 

' are for the Honour and Safety of 
He ek methinks there would 
oye hr es way 8 And eve- 


hat hears the horrid _ 


24 bh = that are {o com- 
CC —_— 
that haunt-na Houſes, or tho” 
that make a of 

in Faverns or Als-houſes when 
ſhould be at Church, ſhould be la 
ble to ſome ſevere Penaltics, if they 
do-not-give- in Information. 


I were to be wiſh'd ſome ſuch 
| could'be-raken, that a Pious 
and Sober Man 'might _ in 
bogs nan walk- the Streets, 
his-Buſineſs, wichour bean 


ing 


4 


S-I-7-3- 3-3-7 


— 
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f | Bit alas how flidl this be dotic ? 

" Whit fingle Man dar& tindefraſe 
7 © hard a Task, or thake any at- 
temp towards a Reformation ? 


when theres ſogenr 20-7 


rates, and ſuch In- 


in the People, as tothe 
Ns, tet He 


of ox 
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ren ſo great a ſtock of Zeal,” F * 


Chriſtian Courage and Reſolu-' 
tion, that *tis never like to thrive 
in a few ſingle- Hands : If ever it 
be carried of to purpoſe, it muſt. be 
by a Company. 


What I have already aid, abun- 
dantly juſtifies the Pious . Zeal of 
thoſe, in and about this City, that 
have thought of this Expedient, and | 
together for the ing on of {» 
good a' Work. Ix 


We this has, and will at 
hal 16 foe meaſure, ftrike a damp. 
on the daring Impiety of the Times. 


_, The Example of thoſe who 
have fas begun this Work, may 
not. only incourage others to JoJw 
in, it, but may in time ſpread it ſelf 
throughout the Nation. And ?tis 
to be the good Effetts of ſuch 
Religious Combinations as _ 
w 


are in ſeveral mjig a of of 


— 
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4 will recommend them, in a little 


time, cven to thoſe who have been 


| - a little jealous of what might be 


the Conſequence of them. ; 


It is apparent enough there is 
great need of this, or ſome ſuch Ex- 
pedient, to give check to the growth 
of Debauchery among us. 


If I be not much miſtaken, there 
is a ſort of Men that are not only 
reſolved to give themſelves up to 
all manner of Wiekednehs, but make 
it their Buſineſs to profelite all they 
can to their Irreligion, and ro make 
all they converſe with as Bad as 
themſelyes. 

I haye been told there are ſome 
Clubs in this City,” where the very 

/Deſign of their Mceting is, 
obſcene Diſcourſe and other ways, 

to promote Lewdneſs and Debau- 
chery. Theſe if it be true, ) are 
Deyaliſh Combinations indeed ; and 
D 3 "tis 


L 


to _— 
pon, to . break theſc 
Wickedaneſs. 


before | 
i gin dd of Advice tg 


of = that 7. cnpernsd Ing 
ſuch Society for Refor mation, 
it ſhall be briefly  chis. 


1.. That yon wag be 4 
ful how you 4's your fel 


SO will haye their 1 
there wall be 
will warch for your halts. , 


wa i would it diſhonour 

at $090 Wock yo j and 

o Ai 89! 4 

i Ju , that pretend 

ſhould at any 

_— =_ the ſame Crimes 
or nee your ſelves ? 


7. hat 


2. That 
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: 


2, That you would joyid Pru- 
dence with your Zeal. nin 
ſome would think it more prudent 
to let. the whole Work alone 3 bur 
= I hope, - you do not think is 

meaning : But that you talte 
ere to go-80 ro further than the Law 
yow z/ arid that you would 

——_—_ every circumſtance of yout 
Proceedings with as much Caution 
and Diſcretion, 'as Is confiftent with 
ps doing of the” Work ' you £6 

[ 


3- That you be Impartiat in chis 
— as to ION Parties; 
t in your w proteture 

make 10-ap p pear, as fur as 

thad-it/ is p4- Interefd or - 
on ,|- or ptivate Gradges and Res 
ſearments, by whi | as ated} 
bue- by @ true-and di \Z6dl fb? 
God, for Religion, and che Guod of 
your Country ; yea, and eyen of 

the Offenders themſelves. 

D 4 4. When 
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4. When you have done this, that 


you. would be Humble and Modeſt, 


and not preſently think too hi 
owes meg nor defpi op 


, are not come Þ} 


_ as''Men of - no | 


igion, becauſe 
Dy rp cen or do not ſhew 
ir Zeal for Religion in the ſame 
way with your ſelves ; (nay, tho 
they Rivals Gee o:liccle ous of 


Societies,) but be- content ' that 
Tine ſhould Mew (as T hope it will) | 


the Uprightneſs of your Intentions, } 


| the Wiſdom of your Under+: 


Prudence may diftate to you, g0 
_— ame- and Stren ay 
God, not difcopr 

the Difficulties OT 
ip your way to Refo 1ati 4 


CINATION. 
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The Honour of God, and the 
Good 'of Men, the promoting of 
Religion , and the Safety of your 
Country (Things ſo nearly concern'd 
in this ' Work of Publick Reforma- 
tion) gre ſuch Great and Glorious 
Things, as will make an ample 
amends for all the Expence of Coſt 
or Pains you can be at in the pur- 
ſuit of it, and for all the Reproach 
-ry Obloquy you' can meet with 
IE 


And ſuch you muſt ex to meet 
with ; and therefore ſhould make 
account of jt, and prepare for it, 
and got over-much yalue what Men 
may ſay of you. 


Some perhaps will call you buſie- 
bodies ; hers” will tell = "tis a 
mean and difparaging Thing to 
turn Informers ; a third fort will 
think you ſurly and ill-natur'd Men. 
Theſe, 


(42 ) 
Theſe, and the like truly ill-natur'd 


Imputations,. you expett to 
_ with, and prepare your ſelves 
to bear. 


But while you are. conſcious to 
your ſelves, that what you do is 
not out of any delight in the Suf- 
feriags of other Men, ' nor with an 
Eye to any by and baſe Intereſt of 
your awe, . but out. of -pure Zeal for 
God and Vertue, and Charity to 
Men, and out of a due ſence of the 
odiouſneſs and danger of thoſe hors 
rid Impieties that reign us ; 
the Conſcience of this | your. Since- 
rity will bear you. up the ob- 


and oppolitiog. of , any . that 
ſhall appear againſt yau, and you 
will even rejoyce, as we read the 
Apoſtles did , if you. ſhould. ſuffer 
Shame for the. Name of God, and 


It 
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If you go og couragionlly in this 
Work, "_ to be hoped it may be 
2 good. tep to 2 Geperal Reforma- 
tion, 


Or.if the Wickeduel of the Age 
bs by Oe Sat, Ry ma 


EE dy 
if agy where, they: gught to be, 
private corners, that W1 


rriumphagnt 
a this will 


For Xt 

Wickednels of w. / oat 

hoge ay ein pact, appeals the 
rath of God, ang for ſome lon- 


gcr 


as 
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er time prevent his heavy Judg- 
Nivint opoahi Nation. bh 


Or if the Decree be gone out a- 
gainſt us, and the Caſe be with us 
as it was with Jadah, Fe the Re- 
formation att in the Re 
of Joſiah, ow prod avert the = 
firuction doom'd "againſt them far 
their former Wickednefſs : Yer it 
may [be hoped, - thoſe that have fo 
vigorouſly appear'd for God and 
Religion , may deliver their own 
Souls by thejr Righteouſneſs. 


.Or if ſuch anoverflowipg Scourge 
muſt paſs the Land, as 
will involve the" in the com- 
mon Ruin, thoſe that have firſt re- 
form'd themſelves, and dane what 
they could in their ſeveral Stations 
to reform others too, will have the 


Comfort of it in the Day of Viſl- 


tation. Such Good Men will have 
an inward Calm and WC 
mi 
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midft the greateſt outward Trou- 
bles here, and their Pious Zeal will 
meet with an abundant Recom- 


pence in the World -to come, from 
that God in whoſe Cauſe he have 
appeared. . To | Him be Ho- 
nour, and Glory, now and for ever- 
more. Ames. 


